HSU MetaLib 3.x Configuration Decisions

	MetaLib Modules
	Notes/Rationale
	Recommendation

	Modules to implement —Find database, QuickSearch, MetaSearch, Find e-journal
	--Question on reliability of statistics—are guest searches being counted?

--Question on reliability of remote server and network?

--Question on functioning of some meta-searchable databases, e.g., OmniFile


	--Implement all modules except for Find E-Journals  

	Placement on HSU Home page
	
	--Move placement on home page to just below “Databases” link

--Change “Search For: Articles in journals, newspapers, magazines” link on home page so that it links to an intermediary page that contains two links—the existing “Databases” page and XtremeSearch.

	Default module upon connection to MetaLib?
	Find Database, QuickSearch, or MetaSearch
	

	Resource Type Categories
	
	

	Additions, deletions or wording changes?
	Presently there are 12 categories
	

	Subject Categories—Subcategories
	
	

	Review main category structure
	Conduct a survey presenting three main category options

(Note: currently category names are limited to 30 characters; future release my increase it to 50 characters.)
	

	Depending on main category structure, decide subcategory structure
	
	

	Add subject librarians to categories? 
	See Royal Holloway or CSU Fullerton for examples
	

	“All” search subcategory—do we want to use?
	See Royal Holloway
	

	Category for all Metasearch...able databases—do we want to use?
	See Royal Holloway
	

	Publication Type Category—do we want to use?
	See National Library of Netherlands
	

	MetaRank Algorithm
	
	

	Decide if default is sufficient
	
	

	Login/Authentication
	
	

	On-campus users—do we want users to authenticate before entering MetaLib or to be automatically logged on as guest users and taken to the default MetaLib entry page?
	Users can log into their personal account at any point in time to utilize personal features. (This is different than 2.0 where all guest session activity was lost upon login)
	

	Off-campus affiliated users
	Without a local authentication users will be taken to a generic system-wide Pharos login screen where they will need to choose HSU and then login in using the MetaLib login screen
Option 1: (Delayed double login) local authentication followed by direct connection to MetaLib as a guest user.  Upon  initiation of a database search users will need to authentication again.

Option 2: (Initial double login) local authentication followed by MetaLib login screen
	

	Off-campus unaffiliated users—do we want to provide this option?
	If we do EZproxy screen will need to be modified to include guest login option to MetaLib
	

	User Groups
	
	

	How many user groups do we want?
	(Users Manual pp 46 & 47)
	

	Should all users see all resources (those not available will have lock icon) or should remote guest users only see free resources?
	Show Locked Resources Flag parameter determines whether restricted resources are displayed. The default value is ‘Y’, which means that all restricted and unrestricted resources are displayed.  Users have access to only those resources that they have the right to access, based on their user attributes. To show users only those resources they are authorized to access, the 
flag should be set to ‘N’. (www_quick_show_locked)
	

	User Interface--General
	
	

	Text over icons?
	Default is icons
	Replace icons with text-- Login, Exit, & Help icons 

	Timeout
	Amount of time before a user is re-directed to the logout page if the page is left idle; when this 
happens the user’s session is also terminated. The default value is 900 seconds (15 minutes). The minimum timeout value is 300 seconds (5 minutes). (www_v_session_timeout)
	

	CSS fonts
	
	Darker

	CSS page colors
	
	

	Banner
	In html file “banner” v-Header.gif used for background and v-Header2.gif used for banner image
	Customize banner with XtremeSearch logo

	Information pop-up window 
	Can customize displayed fields and field order (tab.info.ing) 
	

	Find Database Module
	
	

	“Titles” tab
	Search options include “Starts with”, “Contains” and “Exact”
	Rename “By Database Name” (see University of Maryland);  do not use “Exact” option

	“Category” tab
	See Subject Categories section above
	Rename “By Subject Category” (see University of Maryland)

	“Locate” tab
	Default includes options for Title, Database Vendor, Category, Any Word and Type
	Rename “By Keyword” (see Royal Holloway); only use the “Any Word” option that searches by keyword all resource information fields, including vendor and resource type.

	Change default view ?
	Two options—Table or Brief View. Default view is Table view
	Change default to brief view;  suppress table view as an option

	Maximum number of databases displayed per page?
	Default is 10 (Users Manual pg 16) (www_v_ird_browse_limit)

	Change default to 25

	Rename table and brief views?
	
	See above recommendation on default view

	Add explanation for symbols (magnifying glass, + and I  symbols) or replace symbols with text?
	See University of Maryland
	

	QuickSearch Module
	
	

	Decide default quick sets to use
	--Can make as many default groups as desired  (Users Manual pp 45-47)

--Add Library Catalogs quickset?
	Use nine broad groupings corresponding to existing databases page

	Number of databases in quick set (?)
	Default is eight
	

	Quick sets lock threshold
	Percentage of databases in a Quick Set that must be ‘free’ or ‘unrestricted’ in order for 
the Quick Set to be available for searching. If the percentage of the total databases in a Quick Set that are ‘free’ or ‘unrestricted’ is less than this value, the padlock image displays on the Quick Set. Guest users will not be able to select a locked Quick Set for searching. The default value is 0.8 (80%). (www_quick_threshold)
	

	MetaSearch Module
	
	

	Rename MetaSearch?  
	Cross Search (See University of Maryland)

MegaSearch
	

	Maximum number of databases displayed per page?
	Default is 10 (Users Manual pg 16) (www_v_ird_browse_limit)
	Change default to 25

	Maximum number of databases that can be simultaneously searched?
	Default value is 10 (www_metalib_search_limit)
	No change

	Find e-journal Module
	
	

	
	Data imported from the SFX Knowledgebase. Does current implementation add to our Periodicals List?  SFX 3 may add some functionality
	Do not implement initially; configure link to go to Periodicals List 

	Search Results Page
	
	

	Length of time before Quick Search will present a consolidated results list 
to the user?
	QuickSearch Refresh Cycles Counter determines how quickly a consolidated list of search results will display. The counter represents the number of times (‘refresh cycles’) that the QuickSearch screen will refresh itself while searching and fetching records from databases searched. Each ‘refresh cycle’ is roughly equivalent to 8 seconds. The default value is 4 cycles, or approximately 30 seconds. (www_quick_counter)
	

	Display search results in a merged set or by database?
	Show Combined Results Flag determines how results are displayed. The ‘database’ option means that records are initially displayed database by database, with the order of databases determined by which database returned records first, second, third, etc. to MetaLib during the search process. The default value 
is ‘Y’, which means that MetaLib initially displays a merged result list from all databases. (www_v_combine_first)
	

	Number of results to display per page?
	Default is 10. To change the default for all users log in as the default user for the institution (the same way you set up Quick Sets) and change the preferences for that user. (Note: individual users can change their default)
	Change to 25

	Default view—table, brief or full
	Default is table view
	Use Brief View as default

	Rename table, brief and full views?
	
	No change

	Remote “rank” column? 
	(Users Manual pg 55)
	No change

	Replace Bookbag icon with text
	“Add item to Personal Account”  (See implementation at University of Maryland)
	

	My Space Page
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