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November 2011 -
Dear Library:

Enclosed is the draft programmatic environmental impact statement (PEIS) for the Proposed
2012-2017 Quter Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program. Please make this document
available in paper and electronic format to readers in your area during the public comment
period, which runs from November 10, 2011 to January 9, 2012,

Background

The proposed program establishes a schedule that is used as a basis for considering where and
when leasing might be appropriate over a 5-year period. This draft PEIS was prepared by the
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM), in accordance with the Council on
Environmental Quality’s National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) regulations (40 CFR Parts
1500-1508) and the Department of the Interior implementing regulations (43 CFR 46.10 to
46.450). This draft PEIS evaluates the potential environmental impacts from oil and gas
exploration and development on six planning areas of the Outer Continental Shelf. The PEIS
presents eight alternatives, including seven action alternatives and a No Action Alternative.

How to Submit Comments }
Please submit all comments on this draft PEIS by January 9, 2012. BOEM encourages online
submission of comments. Comments can be submitted online a

or as letters directed to:

Attention: Mr. James F. Bennett

Chief, Division of Environmental Assessment
BOEM Headquarters

381 Elden Street

Herndon, VA 20170

An individual commenter may ask that we withhold their name, home address, or both from
the public record, and we will honor such a request to the extent allowable by law. If you
submit comments and wish us to withhold such information, you must state so prominently at
the beginning of your submission. We will not consider anonymous comments.






