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Wood Sculpture by Bruno Groth 
 

BRUNO GROTH was born in 1905 in Stolp, Germany, a furniture making town. His father was a cabinet 
maker. When Bruno was fourteen years old, he began his cabinet making apprenticeship. In 1923 he 
came to this country and worked in instrument factories in Chicago. In 1928 he worked in the 
commercial art field. A year later, he moved to Los Angeles where he studied briefly at the Otis Art 
Institute and began his career as a sculptor. A few years later, he traveled in the West Indies and to the 
Island of Moorea, near Tahiti. In 1938 he settled on a virgin Redwood ranch in Northern California where 
he presently lives with his wife and two children. 

Bruno exhibited his earlier sculpture in Los Angeles, Santa Barbara, and a one man show in New York. 
His recent work was exhibited in a one man show at the DeYoung Museum in San Francisco. His 
sculpture is in various private collections and has been exhibited in group shows at the Santa Barbara 
Museum of Art, the Fine Arts Gallery of San Diego, the Municipal Art Gallery in Los Angeles, the Portland 
Art Museum. 

"Designer Craftsmen of The West, 1957", he attracted National attention, and his works were selected 
for showing at the Brussels World Fair. He also has exhibited in the Boston Art Festival and at the 
Museum of Contemporary Crafts in New York. His sculpture is primarily in wood from the surrounding 
trees of his forest ranch. They are: Ash, Myrtle, Madrona, Yew, Maple, Redwood, and Walnut. His work 
varies in size from two to fifteen feet. His most recent exhibit was in the show "Art in Architecture", 
University of California, Berkeley, California. 
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